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Zombies Alive

Reviving OntoWiki with Black Magic
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Motivation

OntoWiki’s reputation

▪Well-known within AKSW and ETI for having a lot of features

▪My career began after the decline of OntoWiki, so I never 

experienced its reputed greatness

Exploration of tools that can be bundled with Semantic Data Products

▪ Data alone is not enough

▪ Users also expect a way to view and interact with data
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Das Problem des Legacy-Codes

der Software in Fortune-500-Unternehmen

ist älter als 20 Jahre

der Organisationen mit COBOL-Code

haben Schwierigkeiten, Entwickler zu finden

220.000.000.000 Zeilen COBOL-Code

auf ca. 1.000.000 Entwickler 

https://www.cobsolete.de/2021/06/12/the-cobol-developer-shortage/

https://moldstud.com/articles/p-what-are-the-biggest-challenges-faced-by-cobol-developers

https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/quantumblack/our-insights/ai-for-it-modernization-faster-cheaper-and-better

70%

60%



6adorsys 2026

Recently on porting code with AI
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Results
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But why?

Analysis
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Approach

Legacy 
solution

Ensure 
functionality

Create E2E 
Tests

Modern 

Solutions

Rewrite with 
AI

Iterate until tests succeed
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▪ Timeboxed to 10h

▪ Initial setup took longer than 

expected

▪ Not focused on simple solution

▪ Premature optimization on reuse and 

scalability

▪ No YOLO approach

▪ Knowledge of underlying tooling too 

shallow

▪ Highly optimized for COBOL

Analysis: Why Did I Fail?

Time constraint Skill issue

Over engineering (skill 

issue)
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•2014 Proc. of the 35th IEEE Symposium on Security and 
Privacy (S&P)
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Next Steps
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Next Steps

Maybe
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dataweek2026@adorsys.com

dataweek2026@adorsys.com

adorsys.com

adorsys.com

Thank you

mailto:info@adorsys.com
https://adorsys.com/en/
mailto:info@adorsys.com
https://adorsys.com/en
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